
 
 

English Curriculum map 2025-2026 
 

 
 

 
AUTUMN 1 

 
AUTUMN 2 

 
SPRING 1 

 
SPRING 2 

 
SUMMER 1 

 
SUMMER 2 

 KEY TOPIC/THEME: Autobiographical writing 
Each year group will develop autobiographical / biographical writing with yearly progression in narrative structure, voice, cultural identity, and reflection.  
*At the start of the year, years 1-5 have the text The Truth about My Unbelievable Summer by Davide Cali and Benjamin Chaud as a stimulus for a piece of 
autobiographical writing. Across the school children progress to writing tasks from All About Me and weekend news with an emphasis on oracy - voicing and 
hearing about individuals’ experiences, customs, foods, culture, and festivals – (see end of document for yearly outlines) to being able to produce reflective 
piece of writing i.e. Memory Museum. 

 

Year R Ourselves topic: 
 

‘It’s OK to be different’ by 
Todd Parr 

 ‘The Family Book’ T. Parr 
‘My two grannies’ F. 

Benjamin 
‘My Magic Family’ S. 

Davey & L Jeffs 
 

 
Oracy in autobiography* 

People Who Help Us 
 

Non-fiction texts about 
jobs 

 
Focus on Dentists & 

Engineers 
 
 

Dinosaurs Topic 
 

‘Harry and the 
Bucketful of 

Dinosaurs’ by Ian 
Whybrow & 

Adrian Reynolds 

Water Topic  
 

‘The Bog Baby’ Jeanne Willis 
‘Splash Anna Hibiscus’ by 

Atinuke 
‘The Drop Goes Plop’ by Sam 

Godwin 
 

Minibeasts topic 
 
‘The Bad-tempered 
ladybird’ 
Non-fiction books on 
minibeasts 
 
 

‘Farms & 
Growing Food’ 
topic 
 
Retelling and 
performing  
‘Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
 
‘Oliver’s 
Vegetables’ 
‘Jaspar’s 
beanstalk’ 

 
 
 
 
YEAR 1 

Texts 
 

All About Me – non fiction 
writing 

 
Class Two at the Zoo  

 
BHM Poetry 

 
 

 Autobiography* 
 

Texts 
 

Fireworks Poetry 
 
 How Tortoise Got His 

Shell  
 

Non –Fiction 
‘Who Lives Here?’ 

(Wordsmith) 

Texts 
 

The Magic 
Porridge Pot  

 
Non – Fiction: 
Recipe Writing 

 
The Three Little 
Pigs (yes, links 
with science) 

 
 

Texts 
 

Superheroes - Poetry/Comics 
 

Non-Fiction (science week 
writing) 

 
SPAG/Phonics/Assessments 

 
(move from summer as 

science week is different? The 
Enormous Turnip 

 

Texts 
 

Bob Man on Moon 
 

Dougal’s Deep Sea Diary 
 
 

(Non-Fiction (science 
week writing) 

Texts 
 

Non Fiction – Top 
Jobs (Active 

Learning) 
 

The Leopard’s 
Drum 

 
(Mama Panya’s 

Pancakes) 
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YEAR 2 

Text type 
 

Recount in Role of a 
Character 

Story retelling 
Creative narrative writing 

Poetry 
Autobiographical writing 

 

Text type 
 

Diary entry  
Character descriptions 
Fact File –information 

Recount 

Text type 
 

Letter in Role of a 
Character 

Non chronological 
report 

Newspaper report 
about a historical 

event 
 

Text type 
 

Story retelling & innovating 
Setting description 
Biographical writing 

Instructions 

Text type 
 

Recount 
Character description 

Story retelling 
Creative narrative writing 

Text type 
 

Adventure Fiction 
Explanation 
Persuasive 
Description 

 Texts 
 

Monkey See, Monkey Do 
Poetry 

Katie in London 

Texts 
 

Sweetest Song 
Fire of London 

There’s a Rang-Tang in 
my Bedroom 

Texts 
 

Leaf 
Polar Bears 

Moon Landings 
 
 

Texts 
 

Storm Whale 
Jungle Story 

Florence Nightingale/ Mary 
Seacole Biography 

Instructional texts - varied 
 
 

Texts 
 

Little Cockerel 
Stone Age Boy 

Secrets of Stonehenge 
(non-fiction) 

 

Texts 
 

One Day on our 
Blue Planet 

10 Things I Can Do 
to Help my World 

Film Stimulus 
 
 

 
 
 
 
YEAR 3 

Text type 
Poetry 

 
Narrative 

 
 

Autobiographical writing 
 
 

Text type 
 

Narrative 
 

Non- fiction 
 

Non chronological 
report/information 

Text type 
 

Narrative 

Text type 
 

Narrative 
 

Poetry 

Text type 
 

Narrative 
 

Myths and Legends 
 

Non chronological 
report/information 

Text type 
 

Narrative 
 

Examples of 
Instructions – (DT 

link) 
 

Playscripts  
 Texts 

 
The Bear and the Piano 

 
Halibut Jackson 

 
 
 

Texts 
 

The Pheonix of Persia 
 

E-book – Who killed 
Tuttankhamun? 

(Wordsmith) 

Texts 
 

Ottoline 
 

The Storm 
 
 
 
 

Texts 
 

Ottoline continue 
 

The Dark - Poem 

Texts 
 

Varjak Paw 
 

 
Volcanoes Report 

 
 

Texts 
 

Theseus & the 
Minotaur 

 
Examples of 

Instructions – (DT 
link) 
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YEAR 4 

Text type 
 
Autobiographical writing 
 
Fiction/ Picture Book 
 
Legend/Wordsmith 
 
Poetry 

Text type 
 
Fiction 
 
Non-fiction 
  
Auto/biographical 
writing linked to 
Christophe’s Story 
 

Text type 
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Fiction 
 
Poetry 
 

Text type 
 
Fiction (Fairy Tale/Traditional 
Tale 
Non-fiction 

Text type 
 
Fiction 

Text type 
 
Fiction 
 

 Texts 
 
Story of Pompeii  
 
Dragon Unit (Wordsmith) 
 
 

Texts 
 
Christophe’s Story 
 
Space Explorer  
 
Haiku 

Texts 
 
Exploring the 
deep 
 
Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 
 
Kennings 

Texts 
 
The Wolf’s Footprint 
 
Wolves (Emily Gravett) 

Texts 
 
The Iron Man 
(Wordsmith/CLPE) 

Texts 
 
The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward 
Tulane 
Whole Class GR 
text The Iron 
Woman 

 
 
 
 
YEAR 5 

Text type 
 

Autobiographical writing  
Biography on– space 
explorer  Eg Mae Jamison 
or Katherine Johnson 
 
Fiction 
 
Non-Fiction Islamic 
Civilisations 
 
Poetry 
 

 

Text type 
 

Non-Fiction Angles and 
Saxons 
 
Oceans 
 
Fiction - Floodland 
 
 

Text type 
 
Non- Fiction- 
Vikings 
 
Fiction 
 
Non-fiction 
 
 

Text type 
 
Norse culture – Gods and 
Godessess  
Norse poetry 
 
Non-Fiction North and South 
America 
 
 

Text type 
 

Non- Fiction - Rainforests 
 
Fiction 

Text type 
 

Fiction 
Non-fiction – 
Mayan’s 
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 Texts 
 

 
Cosmic 
 
Performance Poetry 

Texts 
 

Humanities non-fiction 
Floodlands 

Texts 
 

Skellig whole 
class GR 
 
Science 
biography 

Texts 
 

Beowulf  
The Listeners, Walter De La 
Mare,  
The Highway Man  

Texts 
The Great Kapok Tree 
Lynn Cherry  
Explorers Katherine  

Texts 
 
Explorers 
continued 

 
 
 
 
YEAR 6 

Text type  
 

Modern fiction  
  

Non-fiction: Biography 
Poetry: 

 
GR: Stories from other 
cultures & traditions to be 
covered in GR  

Text type  
 

Fiction from British 
Literary Heritage 

 
 

Text type  
 

Fiction from 
British Literary 

Heritage 
 

Poetry: Sonnet 

Text type  
 

Fiction: 
setting description 

Non-Fiction:  
 

Text type  
 

Autobiographic writing 
 

 
Non Fiction:  

Fiction: 
Poetry: 

 

Text type  
 

Modern fiction 
 
 

 Texts 
 

Long Walk to Freedom, 
Nelson Mandela 

Pig Heart Boy, Malorie 
Blackman 

poetry  
The Undefeated, Kwame 
Alexandra - BHM Poetry 

Texts 
 

A Christmas Carol, 
Charles Dickens 

 
Ancient Benin debate  

 

Texts 
 

The Journey by 
Francesca Sanna 

 
A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, 

William 
Shakespeare 

 

Texts 
 

Documentaries: Write a 
reasoned argument based on 
groups chosen documentary 

topic 
 

Texts 
 

Writing piece based on 
Memory museum 

 
 

Texts 
 

Informal letter to 
Y5s based on 

Chessington trip 
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Autobiographical writing 
 
The aim is to develop autobiographical writing with yearly progression in narrative structure, voice, cultural identity, and reflection. Lessons include 
shared reading, modelled writing, independent composition, and feedback.  
 

●​ Oral to written progression (Reception–Y2) 
●​ From recount to reflection (Y3–Y4) 
●​ Voice, craft, and control (Y5–Y6) 

 
 

Anti-racist strategy  
 
Representation matters deeply in autobiographical writing, and adapting exemplar texts to reflect the diverse cultural identities of the children in a city 
like London helps them to see their lives and experiences as worthy of being written about, reflecting cultural references, lived experience, and identity 
more authentically.  
 

●​ They validate identity through familiar names, foods, traditions, family structures, and cultural experiences. 
●​ They foster empathy and cross-cultural awareness across the classroom. 
●​ They maintain core literacy skills while enriching them with authentic context. 

 
 
Yearly progression 
 
Reception 
Focus: Developing self-awareness and oral storytelling 
Skills: 
●​ Use simple sentences to talk about themselves (e.g., “I like…” “When I was little…”). 
●​ Share stories about real-life experiences with adult support. 
●​ Understand sequencing: beginning, middle, end (e.g., daily routines). 
Outcome: Verbally recount a personal experience using simple sequencing words (first, then, next). 
Activities: 
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●​ Circle time: "My weekend." 
●​ Picture sequencing of daily routines. 
●​ Oral sentence starters: "I like...", "I went to..." 
"When I went to the park, I played on the swings. Then I had an ice cream. It was yummy. Mummy was there. I was happy." 
"I went to my nene’s house. She gave me börek. Then we played with my cousins. I was happy." 
"At church, I danced with my aunties. Then I ate jollof rice. I was smiling." 
"I went to Nana’s and we made dumplings. Then I danced to reggae music. I liked it." 
"I helped Amma make samosas. Then we went to the mosque. I was proud." 
"I went to Nai Nai’s house. She made dumplings. Then we lit red lanterns. It was fun." 
"At Babcia’s house, I helped make pierogi. We sang songs. I was happy." 
Key Features: 
●​ Oral language style 
●​ Basic time order 
●​ Simple feelings 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 1 
Focus: Writing simple personal recounts 
Skills: 
●​ Write simple sentences about themselves and past events. 
●​ Use time connectives: "first", "then", "after". 
●​ Begin to include feelings (e.g., “I was happy when…”). 
Outcome: Write a short recount about a personal experience using time order and basic emotions. "Last weekend, I went to Grandma’s 
house. First, we made cookies. Then I played with her cat. I felt very happy because I like Grandma’s house. At the end, we watched a 
film." 
Activities: 
●​ Read examples: "Lila's First Day". 
●​ Sentence stems: "First I... Then I..." 
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●​ Shared writing of a class trip. 
"Last weekend, I went to Carnival with my family. First, we saw people dancing. Then I ate jerk chicken. I liked the music. It made me feel 
excited." 
"On Eid, I wore my new salwar kameez. First, we went to the mosque. Then I got presents from my uncles. I felt special." 
"I went to Kraków with my mum. We saw snow everywhere. First, we made a snowman. Then we drank hot chocolate. I felt warm and 
happy." 
Key Features: 
●​ Time connectives 
●​ Simple past tense 
●​ Basic structure and feelings 
 
 
Year 2 
Focus: Writing structured recounts with detail 
Skills: 
●​ Expand sentences with conjunctions (because, and, so). 
●​ Add more detail to descriptions of events and places. 
●​ Use adjectives and personal pronouns consistently. 
Outcome: Write a structured autobiographical recount with chronological structure and emotional insight. 
Activities: 
●​ Model: Teacher recounts a celebration. 
●​ Vocabulary banks (feelings, places). 
●​ Write about an important day (e.g., Eid, birthday). 
"When I started Year 2, I was nervous. I wore my new uniform and Mum walked me to school. I saw my friends and we played together. 
I felt better because they smiled at me. I liked my teacher because she was kind and read us a story." 
"At my cousin’s wedding, I wore a red dress with gold patterns. First, we went to the big hall. Everyone danced to Turkish music. My 
aunt gave me sweets. I felt like a princess." 
"When we visited Ghana, I met my grandma for the first time. She made banku and soup. We sat outside and talked. I felt proud to be 
part of my family." 
"At Chinese New Year, I wore red and got a red envelope from my grandad. There were fireworks and dumplings. I liked the lion dance 
the best." 
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Key Features: 
●​ Past tense and sequence 
●​ Simple conjunctions (because) 
●​ Descriptive detail and emotions 
 
Year 3 
Focus: Developing narrative voice and reflection 
Skills: 
●​ Differentiate between facts and feelings. 
●​ Include thoughts and reflections alongside actions. 
●​ Organise writing into paragraphs (e.g., beginning, middle, end). 
Outcome: Write a first-person account that reflects on a personal event, using paragraphs and reflective language. 
Activities: 
●​ Explore: First time I tried... 
●​ Create timeline of event + thought bubbles. 
●​ Write from prompt: "When I was brave..." 
"I remember the first time I went swimming without floats. At first, I was scared and didn’t want to go in. But my dad cheered me on. I 
tried kicking my legs and suddenly I was floating! I felt proud and surprised. Looking back, I’m glad I didn’t give up." 
Key Features: 
●​ Inner thoughts and feelings 
●​ Paragraph-style structure 
●​ Emerging reflection 
"It was a rainy Monday when I forgot my homework. As I walked into class, I remembered the worksheet sitting on my kitchen table. My 
heart sank. Miss Patel asked for it and I froze. 'I left it at home,' I whispered. She gave me a chance to bring it tomorrow. I learnt to 
always double-check my bag." 
"When I fasted for the first time during Ramadan, I was nervous. I kept thinking about food. But my cousin encouraged me, and I made 
it to sunset. When I broke my fast, I felt strong and proud." 
●​ "On Święconka, we took our Easter basket to church. I decorated the eggs with my mum. I didn’t understand it when I was little, 
but now I know it’s a tradition from our home." 
Key Features: 
●​ Developed characters and setting 
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●​ Use of direct speech 
●​ Clear reflection or lesson learned 
 
Year 4 
Focus: Writing extended personal narratives 
Skills: 
●​ Use varied sentence openers and connectives (although, meanwhile, suddenly). 
●​ Explore inner thoughts, motivations, and consequences. 
●​ Begin using dialogue or direct speech for effect. 
Outcome:​
Write an extended autobiographical narrative incorporating thoughts, dialogue, and structured paragraphs. 
Activities: 
●​ Read model texts from diverse voices. 
●​ Map events + emotion graph. 
●​ Draft, peer edit, and publish "A Day I Won't Forget." 
"It was a rainy Monday when I forgot my homework. As I walked into class, I remembered the worksheet sitting on my kitchen table. My 
heart sank. Miss Patel asked for it and I froze. 'I left it at home,' I whispered. She gave me a chance to bring it tomorrow. I learnt to 
always double-check my bag." 
"It was my first time wearing kente to school for Culture Day. I was shy at first, but then my teacher asked where it was from. I told the 
class about Ghana. Everyone said it looked beautiful. I felt proud of who I am." 
"When I had to perform in Mandarin at the school assembly, I was scared. What if I messed up? But when I saw my mum filming with a 
big smile, I took a deep breath and spoke clearly. Afterwards, she gave me a big hug." 
Key Features: 
●​ Developed characters and setting 
●​ Use of direct speech 
●​ Clear reflection or lesson learned 
 
Year 5 
Focus: Exploring voice, tone, and structure 
Skills: 
●​ Develop a consistent voice appropriate to purpose and audience. 
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●​ Vary tone (e.g., humorous, serious, reflective). 
●​ Experiment with different autobiographical forms (diary entry, letter, memoir extract). 
Outcome: Write a crafted autobiographical piece in a chosen form, showing control of voice, tone, and audience. 
Activities: 
●​ Compare diary vs. memoir. 
●​ Write to "Future Me" or "Past Me." 
●​ Annotate for tone and language. 
Dear Future Me, 
When you read this, I hope you remember the day you finally stood up in assembly to speak. Your legs were shaking but your voice 
didn’t wobble. Everyone clapped. That moment taught you that fear is normal, but it doesn’t have to stop you. Keep speaking 
up—you’ve got something worth saying. 
From, You (aged 10) 
Dear Future Me, 
Do you still dance to the same songs Granddad played? I hope so. Remember when you read your poem at the Black History Month 
assembly? Your heart was racing but you didn’t stop. You stood tall. That was the moment you knew your voice mattered. Don’t ever 
forget that. 
Love, Me (age 10) 
Dear Future Me, 
I hope you still speak Bengali sometimes. Remember the time you translated for Dadu at the doctor’s? You were nervous, but you 
helped him. That’s when you realised speaking two languages was a superpower. Don’t lose it. 
From You, at 10 
Key Features: 
●​ Personal voice and tone 
●​ Audience awareness 
●​ Reflection embedded in creative form 
 
Year 6 
Focus: Crafting memoir-style autobiographical texts 
Skills: 
●​ Embed literary techniques (metaphor, simile, foreshadowing). 
●​ Structure writing creatively (non-linear timelines, flashbacks). 
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●​ Edit for clarity, cohesion, and impact. 
Outcome: Produce a polished autobiographical memoir or essay with a clear theme, reflection, and literary style. 
Activities: 
●​ Read short memoir excerpts (Malorie Blackman, Benjamin Zephaniah). 
●​ Mini-lessons: metaphor, flashback. 
●​ Final piece: "A Memory That Changed Me." 
"I still remember the autumn afternoon I found out we were moving house. The leaves were falling, just like my heart did when Mum 
told me. I ran to my room and closed the door. That house was my world—my adventures, my hiding place, my castle. Looking back 
now, I realise I didn’t lose a home. I gained the courage to begin again." 
"I remember the smell of Turkish coffee in the kitchen every Sunday morning. My baba would pour it carefully into tiny cups. It felt like a 
ritual. When I was younger, I didn’t get it. Now I realise those moments were his way of saying 'I love you.' Quiet, but full." 
"On Christmas Eve, we always had twelve dishes. No meat, just tradition. I used to moan about it when I was little. But when I laid the 
table last year without being asked, I understood something. I wasn’t just copying Mum. I was becoming part of something bigger than 
myself." 
Key Features: 
●​ Evocative language and metaphor 
●​ Non-linear reflection 
●​ Emotional depth and voice 
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